
Part 7 | Toxic Religion 
Matthew 23:1-36 
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Small Group Conversation Guide 

Warm-up: Have you ever been scammed? What happened 
and how did you respond?  

This Week’s Message / Matthew 23:1-12 
Two Big Questions (taken from PROAPT): 

 What is it saying about God? 
 What is it saying about me? Who? How? Why? 

1. In Matthew 23, Jesus goes into detail about the 
‘toxic religion’ of the Pharisees. How can religion be 
‘toxic’ and how is it overall different from following 
Jesus? 

2. What do you observe about how Jesus describes the 
Pharisees behavior?  

3. Jesus says in verse 5, “They do all their deeds to be 
seen by others.’ Why is this such a dangerous 
motivation? 

4. Jesus makes a point that we should give anyone a 
special title (rabbi, teacher, instructor). Why is this a 
potential danger? What does this tell you about how 
the ‘Body of Christ’ should function?  

5. Who does Jesus say is the greatest among the 
disciples? Is that challenging or comforting to you? 

6. How do Christ followers win the victory over their 
pride?  

7. Where have you seen humility in Christ modeled 
well? 

Prayer: How can we pray for each other this week?
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