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Last week’s simple question:
Do | take Jesus seriously?

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with
all your mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor
as yourself. There is no commandment greater than these.”- Mark 12:30-31

Jesus Talks About Neighboring LUKE 10:25-37

250n one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he
asked, “what must | do to inherit eternal life?”

26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?”

27He answered, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor
as yourself.”

28“You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.”

22 But he wanted to justify himself...

Common Areas Where We Look for Loopholes

Love your enemies - “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor

and hate your enemy.’ But | tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who
persecute you, that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He causes
his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and
the unrighteous. If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are
not even the tax collectors doing that? And if you greet only your own people,
what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? Be perfect,
therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” - Matthew 5:43-48

Sabbath - “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. Six days you shall
labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your
God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter,
nor your male or female servant, nor your animals, nor any foreigner residing in
your towns. For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea,
and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore, the Lord
blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.” - Exodus 20:8-11

Tithing - “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in
my house. Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if | will not throw
open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will
not be room enough to store it. - Malachi 3:10



Love - “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with
all your mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as
yourself. There is no commandment greater than these.” - Mark 12:30-31

Back to the Jesus story...

29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my
neighbor?”

30|n reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho,
when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him
and went away, leaving him half dead. ¥' A priest happened to be going down
the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. %2
So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the
other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and
when he saw him, he took pity on him. 3*He went to him and bandaged his
wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey,
brought him to an inn and took care of him. 3> The next day he took out two
denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him, he said, ‘and when |
return, | will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.

36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell
into the hands of robbers?”

3’ The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”

Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”

A few quick points....

¢ We are the man in the road; that’s what motivates us to see a need and
meet it

¢ The religious people sidestepped the need that was right in front of them
¢ Love has no loopholes

Until we see our neighbors as Jesus sees them,

we will never love them like Jesus loves them.

Neighboring Homework
¢ Just pay attention
¢ Pray for God to change your heart

Small Group Questions

1) Have you ever been pulled over by the police? What were you thinking while
you waited in your car?

2) Have you taken Jesus more seriously this past week? How?

3) What are some other commands of scripture that you believe people find a
loophole to escape from?

4) What needs to change in your heart for you to see and love your neighbors
like Jesus sees and loves them?

5) Will the story of the Good Samaritan change the way you live life this coming
week? How?

6) How can we pray for you right now and throughout the week?



