


Responding in Faith

Passage: Exodus 14:21-31
Parallel Passage: Exodus 14:13-14

If you grew up anywhere near a church you’ve probably heard the
story of Moses parting the Red Sea to help the Israelites escape
Pharaoh’s army after the Lord brought them out of slavery in Egypt.
And if you’re anything like | was growing up, you’ve heard this story,
,” and then moved on without giving it any more

thought, “that’s cool,
of your attention.
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Have you ever wondered how tl‘n _ st@ry 9pp[
m/tﬁese stories

about this God who shows steadfast _Iove te Y

those who trust in Him.

Notice that when God commanded Moses to part the Red Sea, the
Israelites still had to make the decision to walk between the giant walls
of water to the other side. Why didn’t God just snap his fingers and
move them to safety? He is God, He can do anything! Instead He gave
Israel a choice: to decide whether they would respond in faith to
God'’s faithfulness. God can and does act in mighty ways, but part of
our job as believers is to respond in faith, and God extends that invita-
tion to all of us. So how do we do that? We go to the Word of God. He
has revealed to us in the Bible the type of people we are to be as Christ
-followers: humble (Matt 23:12), forgiving (Eph 4:32), holy (1 Peter
1:15), loving (Rom 12:10), kind (Gal 5:22), gentle (1 Tim 6:11), patient
(Rom 12:12), and a people who trust in God (Proverbs 3:5). When we
intentionally strive toward being who God calls us to be, when we
listen to His Word, do the things he tells us to do, and respond in faith
to the faithfulness of God, our lives are radically changed and we get
to witness firsthand what God can do with a willing heart.

Missy Matteson



Prayer:

Father God, you know my heart better than | do. You know what makes me
afraid, what causes me to hesitate to follow you, what gives me pause when
learning about you, and what brings out doubt in me when | don’t under-
stand. Lord, would you open my eyes to the faithfulness you have shown me
throughout my whole life. Would you put a desire in my heart and mind to
read your Word, to pray to you, and to follow you. Help my unbelief, Lord,
when | doubt your faithfulness, and please help me to respond to you in faith.
Please help me to trust in your goodness. Thank you God that you have been
faithful even when | have not. Amen.

Questions: 7
Reflect on the ways that God has been faithful-_to you; even if you
didn’t realize at the time that/itwas Him: Write'down’a few examples.

What is the most difficult part about trusting God to be faithful? What
makes you doubt?

How can you respond in faith to God’s faithfulness in your life right
now? What is a practical step you can take to respond to God’s
invitation to become more like Jesus?




Faithful In What He Calls Us To
Passage: 1 Kings 17:4-7

When God calls us, we tend to look for an incentive, a way out, and
maybe loopholes, and what we forget is that God is a God of provision.
God told Elijah where to go and what to do and Elijah obeyed because
had faith in God. When Elijah could have been filled with utter doubt,
he was reminded that the God that valued Elijah’s obedience was
faithful. In the midst of what seemed like purecrazy in the eyes of the
world, Elijah took a moment to resp’en aﬁd S "kt/he’ heart of the Lord,
being confident that God wouId mde"d shgw w0

want to have my own kids or wo;'k in any job that 1r,‘woi\)50," kids then
God caIIed me to volunteer w’th tbe-Chlldrén »;mfn;l;stry;h_

obedience, my genuine response of surren/d. gid'has/con‘unued to
show me pure joy.in what | do and has:c'_ inued 1o/ ‘riodel his
faithfulness in His call for me— bmldmg the’kln d/om /Ifl were in
Elijah’s shoes, | would have been skeptlcal about birds bringing me
food and drinking from a random water source, but Elijah knew that
God would provide and would always be faithful to him.

God will always keep his promises and will love us, even when it feels
terrifying to follow what He calls us into. He has gone before us and
knows what is.coming our way yet calls us to relationship, to walk
alongside the living God and Holy Spirit. May we lean on that truth
today—that God wants to be faithful in our relationship with Him. Our
choice is simple: do we surrender and trust the call He has for us?

Kyle Quintanilla



Prayer:

God, give me the faith to follow You into what You call me to. Rid my heart of
any fears and distractions so that my focus is on You and Your love in the
unknown ahead of me. | pray that my faith in You grows stronger everyday
and that Your works are revealed to me. Amen.

Questions:
What might God be calling you to do?

What makes followi_n'g'God’s c'al_ling '_c'ha_llenging? .'

In what area of your life is it hard to have faith?

How does it make you feel to know that God is faithful even when you
may not feel it in the moment?




Remembering God’s Faithfulness

Passage: Luke 22:19

In a season of gratitude we want to remind you of what communion is
and why we are grateful for it. It's easy to think about Thanksgiving
and look forward to the food we’re going to eat and the time we will
spend with family and friends. | would encourage you to take a
moment and remember the sacrifice that Jesus made for us and why it
is important. We take communion in remembyance of the sacrifice
that Jesus made for us, He died on thé/cross’ formfr sins so that we
could live life here on earth and ha\'}efah/ete/nai } el/aﬁonshlp with Him.

given for you. Do this to rememb)e me " HEW nter/zl the/m/té 2
remember His sacrifice, thebaSIS ferglvenesé'af Sms/é
friendship, which they coultf cerﬂ;l yet '_rOL/lgf‘l tbe work’ e
Spirit. When we take communlon e honof.-_the/w'y/ln Whlch He paid
our debt as sinners, and gave up'Hls hfe fov" :

reason to be forever grateful.

This devotional lines up perfectly with Thanksgiving, and it would be so
cool to be at our gatherings and break bread to tune our hearts and
focus on Jesus, the most important reason to be thankful. It's
important to remember that Jesus didn’t have to die for us, He chose
to. God sent Him to be an example for us and show us what it meant
to live a life like His. To live a life like Jesus is to live in full surrender of
all that we have and all that we do, so that He can be glorified.

My favorite part about communion is that we get to honor the debt
that was paid for us. A simple, humble gesture of breaking bread in
remembrance of who Jesus is and what He did is one of the most
honoring things we can do. It is a beautiful symbol of the love that
Jesus has for us. It is a blessing that we can partake in something so
beautiful and honoring to the one who paid it all for us, and asks for
nothing in return other than to pursue Him and glorify Him in all
seasons and circumstances.

Caley Whitner



Prayer:

Lord Jesus, please help me examine my heart as | prepare to take
communion and remember the sacrifice you made on the cross. Would you
convict me of any sin in my life Lord that | may confess it and forsake it. Help

me to understand what you did on the cross for me, help me to honor the

bread and the cup as your body and blood, and to receive these elements
with thankfulness in my heart, reverence, and joy knowing that you love me

enough to have died for me. Thank you Jesus for your faithfulness. Amen.

Questions:
Read 1 Corinthians 11:23-26. Whydo'you thinkit's |mportant to
“proclaim the Lord’s death unt'll He comes 79

Read 1 Corinthians 11:27-32. What do you thlnk It means to examine
yourself before taking the elements of communion? Why do you think
that matters to God?

Reflect on the reasons you are thankful for God, and what Jesus did on
the cross. Write down a few of them.




God’s Faithfulness in Prayer

Passage: Mark 11:24

Prayer has always been a hard idea to grasp. Being able to be fully
present and talk to God in hopes that He is listening can sometimes be
challenging. We tend to be filled with doubt more than ever when we
pray—especially in certain situations where we anticipate a certain
answer. However, it is sometimes difficult to accept “no” as an answer.
Seeking God to validate or justify our heart_s_. dgslre can sometimes be
the very reason we think God can’ t,he'_a us beéa(rse I;Ie is waiting for
us to recognize how we come befo’re H 7

Ways uﬁemgr cduld have
imagined. | think this can son‘gétlmes ‘be af to L nderst/nd' because
we may have experienced &’ tlrpé we
and asked things of God and’ those/thlngs/weren/i evgr/quﬁlfed

aligned with the heart and will of God?” ThOSe WHG trust God for the
right things, in the right way can be confident that God will be faithful
in prayer. The best way to find out if you are praying with the heart of
God and to work towards aligning your heart with the will of God, is to
turn to the Word of God. The Bible is the Living Word. Each word in the
Bible is truth to help us align to the will of God.

We must recognize the heart of God is to listen. God’s intent is not for
you to come before Him and ask him to solve your problems. He
already knows the deepest desires of your heart and soul. Yet, He still
longs for us to come to Him. Jesus bridged the gap between people
and God so that we can have a true and authentic relationship with a
God who listens - that is why we desire to reach out to God.

May we find the faithfulness of God in prayer through a sustainable
relationship that leaves us wanting more of Jesus.

Katlin McKinley



Prayer:

Jesus, help my unbelief. | give my selfish desires into your hands—God,
change my heart. | come before you surrendering the desires of my heart that
are not aligned with your will and Spirit. God, we believe in your faithfulness
and your consistent presence and for that we are thankful God. | am thankful
for the ways you show up to meet me where | am at, and for that | know you
are faithful. Realign my heart today, Jesus. Amen.

Questions:
What is your prayer life like?

What is your experience with God answering your or’someone else’s
prayers?

Take a moment and reflect on your week. Where can you recognize
the handprint of God in a moment/situation and acknowledge His
faithfulness?




God’s Faithfulness Through A Baby

Passage: John 1:9-14

Christmas has always been my favorite holiday. It is a day of joy and
peace, family and friends, and the day we celebrate the birth of Jesus.
As good of a day as it is though, our culture has distorted the day and
how we perceive it. Each year people step into this distortion instead
of the true meaning of the day. Family and friends is a great byproduct
of the day but it still isn’t the true meaning ofﬁhrlstmas What the day
is truly supposed to be is a marker of’ the" ay God 1’n11;|ated His greatest
display of faithfulness to all the people on Earth 77

The birth of Jesus was the begmnmg ofa thtrty.year an,thé'\"c_would
carry out God'’s faithfulness; to alI/peOpJe \ /
faithfulness by flipping the sc(p and being n A
could live a human life, suf‘fer be/tray' l-a_n 'géat_ - p’m

us all. Without God dlsplaylng hlS falthfulness to/ps tbrough"thls baby
born in Bethlehem, we would never have h: 'd %) e;sra Z\We would
never have been saved by the mast holy and fgerfect Sacrtﬁce A way
would not have been made for all'to’ enter l’nt/e a refa,honshlp with our

Heavenly Father. The Holy Spirit would not’have come into our lives.

Without Jesus we would all be stuck trying to perform well enough so
that we could be worthy of God. Instead, through the blood of Jesus,
we have been washed clean and made worthy to be children of God. It
is God'’s faithfulness that allows Christmas to be a day filled with joy
and peace, and our family and friends, not just a general attitude of
good tidings for all.

Logan Nelson



Prayer:

Heavenly Father, thank you for the birth of your son, Jesus. Thank you for
your faithfulness, even when | cannot see it or the things you have planned
for me. Jesus, thank you for willingly making yourself human, so that you
would be sacrificed as the ultimate display of your faithfulness to us. God as
you have been faithful to me, open my heart and lead me by your Holy Spirit
to be more faithful to you. Amen.

Questions:
How do you see God's faithfulness in the Christmas story?

What is a tough situation in your life that makes youunsure of God's
faithfulness?

What is a situation you can look back to in which Jesus has carried you
through? Did He work things the way you wanted, or His own way?
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